ganism.
To thia I The benefit derivable from laxative and dietetic treatment requires, so far as I can see, no special explanation. The administration of a purgative is undoubtedly beneficial in cases of malarial fever by clearing out the intestine and ridding the system of any ptomaines or other noxious excretory products they may contain ; but this is applicable to all disease of whatever kind and simply puts the patient in the best position for resisting the onset of disease. Dr. Ross appears to me to lose sight of the marked difference in the incidence of " fever" in " malarial" and" non-malarial" countries.
In both we may get " fevers" of septic origin, where, so far as we know at present, the intestine is the starting point of the disease : whereas in malarial" infection, we get " fevers" which run their whole course with no intestinal symptoms whatever ; while the blood is found loaded with an organism which may be seen to develop there, and in developing destroy the red blood cells, literally killing the blood. Surely we are justified in attributing the febrile reaction in these latter cases to the organism, which we know to be parasitic, and peculiar to the blood of those who have been exposed to malarial infection.
The febrile reaction of " worm-fevers," alluded to by Dr. Ross, seems to me beside the mark, as no one will deny that intestinal irritation may set up febrile reaction. 
